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. To obey in military a&ions. 

. To be fufficient to. 

If any fubjed't, intcrcft, or fancy has recommended, their 
rearonmg ,s after their fafhion ; it ferves their turn. Locke. 

9- I o be of ufe to ; to aflift. 

When a ftorm of a fad mifchance beats upon our fpirits, 
tutn it into lomc advantage, by obferving where it can fervt 
another end, cither of religion or prudence. la'lor 

10. To promote. J 

He confidcr’d every creature 

Moft opportune might ferve his wiles. Milton. 

if. I o comply with. 

1 hey think herein wc ferve the time, bccaufc thereby we 
either hold or feek preferment. Hookey. 

12. To fatisfy; to content. 

As the former empty pica ferved the fottifh Jews, this 
cquallyy« ves thefe to put them into a fool’s paradife, by feed¬ 
ing their hopes, without changing their lives. South 

Nothing would ferve them then but riding. L’Ejirange. 

One half-pint bottle Jerves them both to dine. 

And is at once their vinegar and wine. Pope. 

1 3- To jnftead of any thing to one. 

T he dull flat fallhood ferves for policy. 

And in the cunning, truth itfelfs a lye. P„p t 

I f. [Se feivirde, French.J To Serve himjelf of. To make ufe 
of. A mere Galiicifm. 

. A complete brave man mull know folidly the main end he 
is in the world for; and withal how to jerve himjelf of the 
divines high contemplations, of the metaphyfician’s fubtile 
{peculations, and of the natural philofophcr’s minute obfer- 

v at jp! 13 ’ Digby on the Soul. 

I hey would ferve themfelves of this form. Taylor. 

J will ferve myfef of this conceflion. Chilling-north. 

It is much more eafy for men to ferve their own ends of 
thole principles, which they do not put into men, but find 

t,icre ' Tiilotfon'i Sea mans. 

If they elevate themfelves, ’tis only to fall from a higher 
place, becaufe they Jerve themfelves of other men’s wings, 
neither underflanding their ufe nor virtue. Dryden s Dufrejn. 

1 5- Io requite: as, he ferved me ungratefully. 

16. [In divinity.] I o worlhip the Supreme Being. 

Matters hid leave to God, him Jerve and fear. Milton. 

1 7 - 7 i> Serve a wan ant. To ferae an offender, and carry to 
juftice. 

To Serve, v. n. 

1. To be a fervant, or Have. 

Ifrael ferved for a wife, and for a wife he kept fhcep. Hof 
We will give thee this alfo, for the fervice which thou (halt 
ferve with me. Qen. xx. 27. 

2 . To be in fubje&ion. 

Thou haft made me to ferve with thy fins; thou haft wearied 
me with thine iniquities. lj\ xliii, 24. 

3. To attend; to wait. 

Martha was cumbered about much ferving , and faid. Lord, 
do’ft thou not care that my filler hath left me to ferve alone ? 

Luke x. 40. 

4. To acl in war. 

Both more or lefs have given him the revolt; 

And none ferve with but conftrained things, 

Whofe hearts are abfent too. ‘ Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Many noble gentlemen, came out of all parts of Italy, who 
had before been great commanders, but now ferved as private 
gentlemen without pay. Knolles’s Hijiory of the Turks. 

5. To produce the end defired. 

I he look bewrayed, that as flic ufed thefe ornaments, not 
for herfelf, but to prevail with another, fo flic feared that all 
would not ferve. Sidney. 

6. To be fufficient for a purpofe. 

Take it, fhe faid; and when your needs require. 

This little brand will Jerve to light your fire. Dryden. 

7. 'I o fuit; to be convenient. 

Wc have the fummary of all our griefs, 

When time fliall Jerve to fliew in articles. Shakefp. H. IV. 

Yet time ferves, wherein you may redeem 
Your banifh’d honours. Shakef. H. IV. 

As occafion ferves, this noble queen 
And prince fliall follow with a frefh fupply. Shakef. II. VI. 

Read that; 'tis with the royal fignet fign’d. 

And given me by the king, when time fliould ferve , 

Fo he perus’d by you. Dryden s Spanijb Fryar. 

S. 1 o conduce; to be of ufe. 

Churches, as every thing clfe, receive their chief perfec¬ 
tion from the end whereunto they ferve. Hooker. 

Our fpcech to worldly fuperiors wc frame in fuch fort as 
ferveth beft to inform and perfuade the minds of them, who 
otherwife neither could nor would greatly regard our neccf- 
fities. Hooker. 

Priefts ferve unto the example , and ihadow of heavenly 
tilings. JJebr. yiii. 5. 

Who leffens thee, againft his purpofe ferves 
To manifeft the more thy might. Milton. 

Fafhion is, for the moft part, nothing but the oflentation 


SER 

of riches; and therefore the high price of what ferves 
that, rather encreafes than leffens its vent. 

Firft inveftigatc the variety of motions and figures made by 
the organs which ferve for articulation, and the variety of 
matter to which thole articulations are fcverally applied. Held 
Our victory only Jei ved to lead us on to further vifionarv 
profpeas. 

Q. 1 o officiate or minifter. * 

Se'rvice. n.f. [fervice, Fr. fervitium , Latin.] 

1. Menial office; low bufinefsdone at the command of a mailer. 

The banifli’d Kent, who in difguife 
Follow’d his king, and did him fervice 
Improper for a Have. Shakefp. K. Lear 

2. Attendance of a fervant. 

Both fell by our fervants, by thofe men we lov’d moft: 

A moft unnatural and faithlels fervice. ShairA 

3. Place; office of a fervant. 

I have ferved prince Florize!; but now I am out of f r . 

Vt “‘ p a- AU ■ Shakefpearc. 

By oppreffing and betraying me. 

Thou might’ft have fooner got another fervice. Shakef, 
'I hefc that accufc him arc a yoke of his difearded men; 
very rogues, now they be out of fervice. Shakefp. 

A court, properly a fair, the end of it trade and gain; for 
none would go to fervice that thinks he has enough to live 
well of himfelf. Temple. 

4. Any thing done by way of duty to a fuperior. 

1 hat fervice is not Jtrvice , fo being done, 

But being fo allow’d. “ Shakefp. Cymheline. 

This poem was the laft piece of fervice I did for my mailer 
King Charles. Dryden. 

5. Attendance on any fuperiour. 

Madam, I entreat true peace of yoti, 

V- hich I will purchaie with my duteous fervice. Shakefp, 
Riches gotten by Jervice, tho’ it be of the beft rife, yet when 
gotten by flattery, may be placed amongft the worll. Bacon. 

6. Profcffion of refpc£l uttered or feat. 

I am a woman, lacking wit. 

To make a feemly anfwer to fuch perfons. 

Pray do m y fervice to his majefty. Shakefp. Hen, VIH. 

7. Obedience; fubmiffion. 

Thou nature, art myGoddefs; to thy law 
My fervices are bound. Shakefp. K. Lear, 

God requires no man’s fervice upon hard and unreafonable 
Terms. Ttllotf. Serm. 

8. Ait on the performance of which poffeffion depends. 

Altho’ they built caftlcs and made freeholders, yet were 
there no tenures and fervices referved to the crown; but the 
lords drew all the refpedt and dependency of the common 
people unto themfelves. Davies’s State of Ireland. 

9. Actual duty ; office. 

The order of human fociety cannot be preferved, nor the 
fervices requifitc to the fupport of it be fupplied, without a dif- 
tindlion of ftations, and a long fubordination of offices. Roger. 

ic. Employment; bufinefs. 

If ftations of power and truft were conftantly made the 
rewards of virtue, men of great abilities would endeavour 
to excel in the duties of a religious life, in order to qualify 
themfelves for publick fervice. Swift. 

11. Military duty. 

When he cometh to experience of fervice abroad, or is 
put to a piece or pike, he maketh a worthy foldier. Spenfer. 

At the parliament at Oxford his youth and want of expe¬ 
rience in fea fervice had fomewhat been Ihrewdly touch¬ 
ed, even before the fluiccs of popular liberty were yet fet 
open. Wotton’s Buckingham. 

12. A military atchievcment. 

Such fellows will learn you by rote where fervices were 
done, at fuch and fuch a breach. Shakefp. Hen. V. 

13. Purpofe; ufe. 

All the veflels of the king’s houfe are not for ufes ofho- 
nour, fomc be common Huff, and for mean Jervicei, yet pro¬ 
fitable. Spelman. 

14. Ufeful office ; advantage. 

The ftork's plea, when taken in a net, was the fervice 
Ihc did in picking up venemous creatures. L’Ejirange. 

The clergy prevent themfelves from doing much Jtrvice to 
religion, by affecting fo much to converfe with each other, 
and caring fo little to mingle with the laity. Swift- 

Gentle ftreams vifit populous towns in their courfe, and 
are at once of ornament and Jervice to them. Pope. 

15. Favour. 

To thee a woman’s fervices are due. 

My fool ufurps my body. Shakefp. A. Lear. 

16. Publick office of devotion. 

According to this form of theirs, it muft (land for a ri f e > 


no fermon, no ferv'ce. 


Hooker. 


If that very Jervice of God in the Jcwifh fynagogucs, 
which our Lord did approve and fanflify' with his own pre* 
fence, had fo large portions of the law and prophets, toget er 
with the many prayers and pfalms read day by day, as equ.^ 
in a manner the length —•rs, and yet in that rc P c *- 
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was never thought to deferve blame; is it now an offence 
the hke mealurc of time is bellowed in the like man- 

Hooker. 

I know no ncccffity why private and fingle abilities fhould 
quite juftle out and deprive the church of the joint abilities 
and concurrent gifts of many learned and godly men, fuch 
as the conipofcrs of the fervice- book were. AT. Charles. 

The congregation was difeompofed, and divine Jervice bro¬ 
ken off. * Watts. 

18. Courfe; order of difhcs. 

Cleopatra made Antony a flipper fumptuous and royal; 
hmvbeit there was no extraordinary fervice feen on the 

board. HakeriU. 

la. A tree arid fruit. [ forbus , Latin.] 

fhe flower conflfts of feveral leaves, which are placed or¬ 
bicularly, and expand in form of a rofe, whofe flower-cup 
afterwards becomes a fruit fliaped like a pear or medlar: to 
which muft be added, pennated leaves like that of the 

a(h. Miller. 

October is drawn in a garment of yellow and carnation; 
in his left hand a Bafket of fervices , medlars, and other fruits 
that ripen late. Peacham. 

Si rVicEa BLfe. adj. [fe-viffuble, old French, from fervice.] 

1. Active; diligent; officious. 

He was lent to the King’s court, with letters from that 
officer, containing his own Jeniceable diligence in difeovering 
lb great a perfoiiage; adding withal more than was true of his 
coiijedtureS. Sidmy. 

1 know thee well, a ferviceable villain; 

A> duteous to the vices of thy iniftrcls 

As badnefs could defire. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

i. Ufeful; beneficial. 

Religion hath force to qualify all forts of men, and to make 
them, in publick affairs, the more frviceable ; governors the 
aptcr to rule with confciencc; inferiors, for confcience fake, 
the willmger to obey. Hooker. 

So your father charg’d me at our parting, 

Be fet viCeubie to my Ton. Shakefp. 

His own inclinations were to confine himfelf to his own 
bufinefs, and be ferviceable to religion and learning. Atterbury. 

A book to juftify the revolution, arclibifliop Tillotfon re¬ 
commended to the king as the moft ferviceable treatife could 
have been publilhed then. Swift. 

Se'rviceableness. n. f [from ferviceable.] 

1, Oflicioufnefs; a&ivity. 

He might continually be in her prefence, fhewing more 
humble feiviceablenefs and joy to content her than ever be- 
fore. Sidney. 

2. Ufcfulnefs; beneficialnefs. 

Ail action being for fomc end, its aptnefs to be command¬ 
ed or forbidden, muft he founded upon its fcrviccablenefs or 
diflerviceablenefs to fomc end. Norris. 

Se'rvilk. adj. [ fervil, French; ferviles , Latin.] 

1. Slavtfh ; dependant; mean. 

light and die, is death deftroying death : 

Where fearing dying, pays death Jervi e breath. 

From impofition of ftridt laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from fervile fear 
To filial. 

Ev’n fortune rules no more a fervile land. 

Where effii d tyrants ftill by turns command. 

2. Fawning; cringing. 

1 he moft Jervile flattery is lodged the moft eafily in the 
gi'iifldt capacity; tor their oidinary conceit draweth a yield¬ 
ing to their greater*, and then have they not wit to difeern 
tne right degrees of duty. Sidney. 

She muft bend the fervile knee, 

AnJ fawning take the fplendid robber’s boon. Thomfon. 
otftvn.Ei.v. adv. [from fervile.] Mcanlv ; flavifhly. J 
T each changing news, they chang’d affe£ions bring, 
Fnufervilcy from fate exped a King. Dnd. AurenoJte 


Shakefp. 


Milton. 

Pope. 


ir ;- < P C1 -I a K' n g- Dryd. Aurcngzcbe. 

rbsn V •/; a fin S u,ant y in his anions and thoughts, rather 
than frvilely to copy from the wifeft. Swift 

Se RVILENESS. ) r rr r . J ' 

Seiivi'lity. J n ’J‘ L‘ rorn frvile.] 

1, SI W^' KfS ’ invo,untar y obedience, 
rer-onf-if* befidcs ‘ his “ nha PPy fervidly to cuftom, can poffibly 

a,ow " chtU,Uni, >’> “ * »i 4 

*• . ilcpcndancc, bafencf, 

th C i -K?'!P 1S , an v C,a:m , 0nS ’. thofe b y thcIr ffibfcrviency, and 
Chnll } ° f thc,r obedience, manifeftly declared 

10 bewith “ 


3- Slav 


IVcJl. 


Se' 


ery, the condition of a flave. 
ro be a queen in bondage, is more vile 
J. han ,s a fl av e in bafe fervi/ity, 

3 


Suckling. 


Swift. 
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juft in the nick; the cook knock’d thrice; 

And all the waiters in a trice 

His fummorts did obey ; 

Each ferving-man , with difh in hand. 

March’d boldly up, like our train’d band. 

Presented and away. 

With Dennis you did ne’er combine, 

Not you, to ftcal your mafter’s wine; 

Except a bottle now and then. 

To welcome brother ferving-men. 

Servitor, n.f [faviteur, French.] 

1. Servant; attendant. A word obfolete. 

This workman, whofe fervitor nature is, being only one, 
the heathens imagining to be more, gave him in the fley the 
name of Jupiter; in the air, of Juno ; in the water, of Nep¬ 
tune ; in the earth, of V’efta; and Ceres. Hooker. 

Your trufty and moft valiant fervitor, 

With his free duty recommends you thus. Shakefp. 

Thus are p >or fervitors , 

When others fleep upon their quiet beds, 

Conftrain’d to watch in darknefs, rain and cold. Shakefp. 
Our Norman conqueror gave away to his fervitors the 
lands and pofleffions of fuch as did oppufe his invahon. Davies. 
Fearful commenting 
Is leaden f rvitor to dull delay; 

Delay leads impotent and fnail-pac’d beggiry. Shakefp. 

My noble queen, let former grudges pafs. 

And henceforth l am thy true friitor. Shakefp. Hen. VT. 

2 . One of the loweft order in the untverfity. 

His learning is much of a fize with his biith and educa¬ 
tion ; no more of either than what a poor hungry jervilor 
can be expedted to bring with him from his college. Swift. 

Servitude n.f [ Jervitude , French; fervilus , I.ati .. j 

1. Slavery; ftate of a flave; dependance. 

Ariftotle fpcaketh of men, whom nature hath fram'd for 
the ftate of fervitude, faying, they have reafon fo far forth 
as to conceive when others dirccl them. Hooker. 

You would have fold your king to flaughtcr, 

His princes and his peers to fervitude , 

His fuhjcdts to oppreffion and contempt. Shakefp. Hen V. 
Tho’ it is neceffary, that fome perfons in the world fhould 
be in love with a fplendid Jervitude , yet certainly they muft 
be much beholding to their own fancy, that they can be 
pleafed at it; for he that rifes up early, and goes to bed 
late, only to receive addrefles, is really as much abridged in 
his freedom, as he that waits to prefent one. South Sermons. 

Unjuftly thou deprav’ft it with the name 
Of fervitude , to ferve whom God ordains. 

Or nature: God and nature bid the fame, 

When he who rules is worthieft. Milton. 

2. Servants collectively. 

After him a cum’brous traid 

Of herds, and flocks, and numerous fervitude. Milton. 

Se'r um. n. f [Latin.] 

1. The thin and watry part that feparates from the reft in any 
liquor, as in milk from the cream. 

2. The part of the blood, which in coagulation feparates from 
the grume. 

Blood is the moft univerfal juice in an animal body : the 
red part of it differs from the forum , the ferutn from the 
lymph, the lymph from the nervous juice, and that from the 
feveral other humours feparated in the glands. Arbu'.hnot. 

SESqUIA'LTER. 1 j- r r r ■ , ^rr ■ , 

Sesquia'lteral. J ac ^T 1 ftji'-nalttre, I r. fefqutalter , Lat.j 

In geometry, is a ratio, where one quantity or num¬ 
ber contains another once and half as much more, as b 

an i 9 ’n o • Dlcl - 

In all the revoluti ms of the planets about the fun, and of 
the fccondarv planets about the primary ones, the periodical 
times is in a fejquinlter proportion to the mean diftance. Cheyne. 

As the fix primary planets revolve about the fun, fo the fe- 
condary ones are moved about them in the fame ffquialte- 
ral proportion of their periodical motions to their orbs. Bentley. 

Se's^uiplicate. adj. [In mathcmatick-.] Is the proportion 
one quantity or number has to another, in the ratio of one 
half. 

1 he periodical times of the planets arc in frfquiplicate 
proportion, and not a duplicate proportion of the diftances 
from the center or the radii; and confcquently the planets 
cannot be carried about by an harmonically circulating 

n ? U ' d ’ Cheyne s Phil. Prin. 

Sesouipedal. 1 adj. [fcfquipedalis, Latin.] Containin'!- 

oEsqoipE dA^ i,:AN T . y a foot and a half. 

As for my own part, I am but a fefquipedal, having onlv 


fix foot and a half of ftature. 


Haft thou ever mcafured the gigantick Ethiopia, "Jhofe 
ftature is above eight cubits high, or the fefquipedalian pie- 
c mey ’ , At hath and Pope’s Mart. Scrtb 

s ESQyiTERTiAN-. [i ff mathematicks.] Having fuch a ratio, as 
that one quantity or number contains another once and one 
third part more; as between 6 and 8. ryp 

2 3 -Sr's. 
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